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General Information 
 
The Club Champions League (CCL) is a corporation as defined in the United States and the State of Virginia statutes whose principal 
purpose is to promote youth travel soccer. 
 
The Referee Manual has been established to ensure league policies and protocols pertinent to game play and those Laws of the Game 
that may be modified are consolidated to one CCL document to more easily find information relating to the conduct of CCL games. 
Referees, Assignors, Club Officials, Team Officials shall be familiar with the information contained herein. 
 
These Rules and Procedures apply to CCL National League, CCL Regional League & CCL NextGen equally unless otherwise noted. 
 
Lack of knowledge of these CCL Rules will not relieve any Coach, Team Official, Parent or Player of a team participating in CCL, or 
seeking entry into CCL, from the responsibilities and possible penalties herein.  ALL CLUBS, TEAM OFFICIALS, PARENTS AND 
PLAYERS, BY PARTICIPATING IN CCL PLAY, AGREE THAT THEY ARE BOUND BY THESE RULES. 
 
All CCL matches will be played in accordance with The International Football Association Board (IFAB) Laws of the Game except as 
modified by the League Rules and Procedures. 
 
The term “Director” as used in this document means the club member of the CCL Board of Directors, the Primary Contact of any 
provisional club or his/her designee.  The designee must be named by the Director, and the opposing Director or Directors must be 
notified of the designee’s name and contact information.  Directors are expected to be present at all CCL matches, or if unavoidably 
detained, available by cell phone.  If the rule or procedure requires official action by the Board of Directors, use of a designee is 
prohibited.  
 
CCL Rules and Procedures may not be modified or waived by individual Directors unless permitted in the Rules and Procedures for a 
specific rule or procedure. Unless prohibited by the CCL Rules and Procedures, games will be played and recorded as a forfeit for the 
offending teams.  The forfeit will be declared prior to the start of the game. 
 
Note to Referee Assignors: There is an expectation that assignors disseminate this manual to all officials they intend to use 
throughout the season as CCL expects all officials to be familiar with the manual. 
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Rules of Competition and Protocols 
 
All CCL matches will be played in accordance with the IFAB Laws of the Game except as modified by the League Rules and 
Procedures. These Laws of the Game and those modifications approved by the League apply to CCL National League, Regional 
League, & NextGen equally unless otherwise noted. 
 
It is the responsibility of the match official to report to the match assignor any departure from the rules and protocol outlined herein. 
The primary protocol for match officials to follow should issues arise will be to contact their assignor. Match assignors shall bring up 
issues reported to the respective or home CCL Director.  
 
THE FIELD OF PLAY 
 

Age Group Minimum* Maximum* Required* 
9-10s 70 x 50 80 x 55 70 x 50 

11-12s 80 x 55 80 x 55 80 x 55 
13-15s 100 x 60 120 x 72 105 x 70 
16-19s 105 x 70 120 x 80 115 x 75 

 
*Clubs must make a reasonable effort to meet field size and condition standards. Repeated failures to do so could result in league 
sanctions including forfeiture of the right to host matches.  
 
The club sponsoring the home team shall be responsible for the following: 

• Fields shall be legibly marked in accordance with the IFAB Laws of the Game. 
• Grass shall be cut at an even height. The height shall not impede the movement of the ball nor the players. 
• Nets shall be in serviceable condition and securely affixed to the goals. 
• Corner flags shall be placed and conform to the specifications of the IFAB Laws of the Game. 
• Team benches shall be provided for the home and away team. 
• All goals must be appropriately anchored or weighted to the pitch prior to starting the match. 

 
The referee may refuse to allow match play if, in their opinion, the field condition is unsafe or unplayable. 
 
GOALS 
 

Age Group Goal Size 
9-10s 6 ½’ x 18 ½’ (required) 

11-12s 7’ x 21’ (required) 
13-19s 8’ x 24’ (required) 

 
All goals must be appropriately anchored or weighted to the pitch prior to starting the match.  Use of the wrong size of goals 
will be subject to a forfeit for all matches. 
 
MATCH LENGTH 

 
Age Group Match Length Length of Half Halftime Interval 

9-10s 60 min 30 min 5-10 min 
11-14s 70 min 35 min 5-10 min 
15-17s 80 min 40 min 5-10 min 
18-19s 90 min 45 min 5-10 min 

 
Regular season CCL matches ending in a draw at the end of regulation time will remain tied. The Executive Committee will have the 
authority to modify the length of a match at any time. 
  



Club Champions League  
National League, Regional League, and NextGen Referee Manual  

 

 5 

  

   

MATCH BALLS 
 
 

CCL Match ball: size 5 
adidas Champions League Match Ball 

CCL Match ball: size 4 
adidas Champions League Match Ball 

 
                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Age Group Ball Size 
U13-U19s 5 
U9-U12s 4 

 
A MANDATED adidas Champions League game ball for each team is issued by the league to all CCL clubs.  The CCL game ball must 
be used for all CCL matches and may not be used for practice or any activity other than CCL league games.  
 
BOTH the home AND away teams are responsible for providing a properly inflated CCL game ball to the official prior to the start of 
the match. The official CCL match ball belonging to the home team will be used throughout the match unless the home team’s ball is 
unsafe or unplayable, at which point the official CCL match ball belonging to the away team will be put into play. 
 
The referee shall report to the assignor any team not providing a CCL mandated match ball during a match.  The previous seasonal 
year match ball may be used if needed. 
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NUMBER OF PLAYERS 
 

Age Group # of Players Minimum # of 
Players 

9-10s 7 v 7 5 
11s-12s 9 v 9 7 
13-19s 11 v 11 7 

 
Substitutions may be made at the discretion of the referee at any stoppage in play, in accordance with the IFAB Laws of the Game. 
There are no limitations to the number of substitutions that may take place during a match. Players who have been replaced by 
substitutes may reenter the match at any stoppage.  
 
The following is the league philosophy (not required) regarding the use of substitutions during a match. This is not a modification to 
Law 3 nor should it be enforced by the match officials. 
 

• The CCL encourages (not required) all its 12-15s coaches of both boys and girls teams to not substitute in the first 15 
minutes of a match (unless there is an injury) and its 16-19s coaches of both boys and girls teams to not substitute in the first 
20 minutes of a match (unless there is an injury). 

• The CCL encourages (not required) all its 17-19s coaches of both boys and girls teams to limit substitutions such that any 
player who is substituted out of the match should not reenter the match in the same half of play. 

 
PLAYER EQUIPMENT 

 
When the color of jerseys is similar or identical and the match official requests a change, the HOME team must change colors. 
 
Except for the goalkeeper, all players must have uniforms with individual numbers on the shirt.  The goalkeeper’s shirt must be easily 
distinguishable from all other players and referees. 
 
Players must wear jerseys whose numbers correspond with the numbers on the team’s Official Roster.  Exception:  guest players   
jersey numbers for all players must be entered on the Game Day Roster. 
 
A player may not use equipment or wear anything that is dangerous to themselves or another player (including any kind of jewelry). 
 
Corrective glasses are authorized; however, they must be constructed of a material that does not endanger the safety of the player 
wearing them or other players on the pitch (no metal/wire rims, no protruding or sharp edges.) It is at the discretion of the referee 
whether the construction of the corrective glasses is dangerous. 

 
Casts are permitted if properly padded AND if in the opinion of the referee it does not endanger the safety of the player or other 
players on the pitch. 
 
 
USSF CONCUSSION INITIATIVE- No heading for 11 age group and younger 

 
U.S. Soccer recommends that players in U11 programs and younger shall not engage in heading, either in practices or in games. CCL 
accepts the recommendations and will implement them in the following manner for the U11 and younger age groups: 

 
• Whenever there is contact between the ball and the head of a player, play is stopped.  The proper restart depends upon 

whether the player deliberately played the ball with his or her head.   
o If the contact of the ball with the head is deemed inadvertent, then the proper restart is a dropped ball. 
o When a player deliberately heads the ball in a game, an indirect free kick (IFK) should be awarded to the 

opposing team from the spot of the offense.  
o If the infringement occurs within the goal area, the restart should be taken on the goal area line parallel to the 

goal line at the point nearest to where the infringement occurred. 
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MATCH DAY PROTOCOL 
 
MATCH OFFICIALS 
Officials are expected to be at the match site and have introduced themselves to team officials no less than 30 minutes prior to the 
match. If circumstances prevent arrival at least 30 minutes prior to the match, the official is expected to be in contact with their crew 
and assignor to communicate any issues. 
 
Officials shall maintain a professional appearance and dress in accordance with USSF uniform policies to referee the match. Shorts 
shall be made for refereeing and shoes shall be primarily black in color. 
 
Should issues arise on site, the main point of contact for the referee is their assignor. 
 
PLAYER CHECK-IN 
The Game Day Roster must be submitted to the referee prior to the start of the match.  Player passes are not to be checked.  The Game 
Day Roster will list only those players, including club pass players, who will participate in the match and their jersey numbers.  Club 
pass player will be written on the Game Day Roster.  Any rostered player not playing in the match should be crossed out.  Clubs are 
responsible for providing Game Day Rosters.  Game Day Rosters can be printed for each individual team from the online database by 
authorized persons with a valid ID and Password.  The number of players on each Game Day Roster shall be the following: 
 

Age Group Game Day Roster 
Minimum 

Game Day Roster 
Maximum 

9-10s 5 12 
11-12s 7 16 
13s-19s 7 18 

 
Note:  player pass checks are not required for league games. However, player passes and medical releases must be present at the game. 
 
SPECTATOR AND COACHING AREAS 
All coaches, players, and spectators will remain eighteen (18) yards from the goal lines. Coaches and players are to take opposite sides 
of the field from the spectators. Spectators are encouraged to be on the opposite side (same half of field) as their team, facing their 
team bench. No coaching may take place from behind the goal lines. All coaches and spectators must always remain at least one (1) 
meter from the touchline.
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DELAYS, WEATHER, EMERGENCIES, and INJURIES 
 

GAME DELAYS AND POSTPONEMENTS 
Participation in League play carries the responsibility to abide by the League Schedule, playing all matches, as scheduled, unless 
compelling reasons exist to reschedule.  Participation in State Cup for CCL teams (or ‘first teams’) is encouraged, and with proper 
notification, will take precedence over League matches. Participation in Presidents Cup for Championship teams (first teams playing 
in the Championship or a club’s second teams) is encouraged, and with proper notification, will take precedence over League matches. 
 
A. Rainouts 

1. In the event of inclement weather or at any time there is a doubt as to the playability of the fields, the home club director shall 
notify the visiting club director in appropriate time allowed for driving distances.  The following actions are required by the 
home team: 
a. Home Club Directors shall verify the conditions of their fields. 
b. Clubs canceling a match(s) due to weather or other conditions shall be responsible for notifying the opposing Director or 

alternate. 
2 If the fields are under the control of another club or activity (e.g., schools, park authorities) and these organizations determine 

playability of fields, club representatives must coordinate closely to ensure early decisions and proper notifications are made. 
 
B. Referee Decision of Unplayable Conditions 

1. A referee may suspend or terminate a match due to weather conditions, i.e., lightning, rain, fog, etc. before or during a match.  
Under these conditions, the referee’s decision is final.  If at least half of the match has been played, the match shall be 
deemed completed and the score shall stand. 

2. Liability for the referee fee shall be determined by the Referee’s Association Contract with each club. 
3. Inconvenience to the visiting team who has traveled or may travel to the site cannot be helped if weather conditions worsen 

during the visiting team’s travel time. 
 
C. Referee Failure to Appear – When request for services were made to the Referees’ Association. 

1. A certified center referee must be present, or the match cannot be played.  If there is no qualified center referee after 
a 30-minute grace period from the scheduled start time, the match will be recorded as a forfeit for the home team. 

2. During the 30-minute grace period: 
a. The directors may mutually agree to play the game with a substitute certified center referee if the game begins 

within the 30-minute grace period. The directors will agree before the start of the game if the assigned center 
referee will assume control of the match if he/she arrives late.   The substitute center referee will be paid by the 
home club. 

b. The directors may mutually agree to cancel the game, and the game will be rescheduled.  No referee or assignor 
fees should be incurred for the cancelled match. 

3. If an assigned/substitute certified center referee is available after the 30-minute grace period, the directors may 
mutually agree to play a scrimmage game as long as the scrimmage does not exceed the time block allotted for the 
originally schedule game.   The substitute center referee will be paid by the home club. 

4. If a certified center referee is present at the scheduled start time but one or both official referee assistants fail to 
appear at the scheduled start time, the Directors shall mutually appoint club referee assistant(s) and play the match.  
Club referee assistant(s) who are not certified will be limited to helping with balls in and out of bounds. 

 
LIGHTNING AND SEVERE WEATHER 
Given the likelihood of adverse weather conditions over the course of the season, the CCL strongly recommends that each club 
develop an adverse weather plan to facilitate communication between club officials, league officials, match officials, and the match 
assignor.  
 
If lightning is seen or thunder heard, the match shall be suspended for 30 minutes. Each subsequent instance of lightning or thunder 
shall restart the 30-minute suspension of play. It is recommended that if adverse weather is in the forecast that the referee crew and 
team officials discuss where they will evacuate to prior to the match. Team/club officials need to exchange contact information should 
weather come in fast and require immediate evacuation to a safe location.  
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL AND EVACUATION PLAN 
CCL strongly recommends that each club develop Game Day Emergency Medical and Evacuation Plans for each site that is used for 
match play. Specific topics and concerns to be addressed may vary between clubs and even between locations. Issues recommended to 
be addressed are as follows, but not limited to:  

• Site specific ingress and egress routes for Emergency Responders 
• Locations and directions of nearest medical treatment facilities 
• Location and contact information to obtain keys to unlock gates or fences surrounding fields 
• Location of Automated External Defibrillator (AED) if present 

 
INJURED PLAYER PROTOCOL 
Pursuant to VYSA, MYSA, WVSA the CCL requires clubs to implement a concussion policy, provide education and other protective 
measures. 
 
CCL requires that the home club provide one (1) certified athletic trainer (ATCs) to be present, at one-site, for 16-19s matches 
(including the Championship Division).  If multiple sites are used for 16-19s matches, the one (1) ATC may be ‘on-call’ if needed at 
another site.  This rule does not apply to make-up dates or one-off matches.  Matches may begin on-time if an ATC is not present.  
CCL strongly encourages the use of sunscreen and other protective measures as outlined in our Sun Safe Soccer program. 

 
Guidelines for the Referee 
Because game officials continue to be in complete charge of game timing, as is common in international competitions, referees will 
not “stop the clock” for time lost through situations described in Law 7 of the IFAB Laws of the Game (substitution, assessment and 
removal from the field of injured players, wasting time, or other causes). Instead, the time lost will be managed on the field by the 
referee who has complete discretion regarding the exact amount of time to be recovered. The intent of Law 7 is to recover time lost 
due to excessive delays for injuries, substitutions, goal celebrations, and so forth.  
 
Serious injuries, however, are likely to be the most common sort of situation for which the referee is called upon to “add time” at the 
end of a period of play. The time to be recovered includes the original assessment of the injury and, where necessary, the removal of 
the injured player from the field by medical personnel.  
 
It is imperative that athletic trainers and other team staff cooperate with referees in the application of the following IFAB guidelines:  
 

A. If a player is seriously injured, the referee shall stop play. In cases of head collisions, the referee is to stop play immediately. 
B. After assessing the condition of the injured player, the referee shall authorize medical staff or team officials to enter the field 

to ascertain the type of injury and to arrange the players safe and swift transport off the field (BUT NOT TO TREAT THE 
INJURY ON THE FIELD). 

C. Any player suffering from an open wound is compelled to leave the field to have the wound treated. 
D. To remove the player as quickly as possible, stretcher-bearers shall enter the field with a stretcher immediately upon being 

beckoned by the referee. 
E. If the referee has determined that the player must leave the field due to injury, whether or not medical personnel has been 

beckoned to assist the player, the injured player is required to leave the field, either on foot or on the stretcher. If the player 
refuses to comply, the referee shall caution him for hindering the restart of play. 

F. If a player has received permission from the referee to leave the field during play for treatment of an injury that is serious, 
that player must have the referee’s permission to re-enter the field. If the ball is in play, such a player may only re-enter the 
field across either of the touchlines. When the ball is out of play, the player may re-enter across any of the boundary lines. 
Only the referee is authorized to allow an injured player to re-enter the field whether the ball is in play or not. 

G. If a player is bleeding, he must leave the field immediately to have the bleeding stopped and his skin and uniform cleaned as 
thoroughly as possible (or replace his uniform with a clean one). When the player is ready to return to the game, the referee 
will inspect the injured area and the uniform for blood or delegate this task to the fourth official. Once a bleeding player is 
ready to return to the game, he may do so with the referee’s permission at any point during play (as opposed to only at a 
stoppage in play). 

H. If play has been stopped solely for a serious injury with no other breach of the Laws of the Game, the referee shall restart 
play with a dropped ball. 

I. The referee shall add on time lost on account of injury (with or without medical attention on the field) in full at the end of the 
half (or overtime period) in question. 

J. If referees feel that the player who has been injured is feigning the injury and returns to play immediately, the referee has the 
right to caution that player for unsporting behavior. 
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Regardless, nothing shall be done that would potentially cause further or permanent injury to a player. In the case of on-field injuries, 
it is incumbent upon the referee and medical personnel/team officials to communicate with each other, and to use their best 
professional judgment in complying with the above guidelines.  
 
Under no circumstances shall a player be removed if there is an injury to the head, neck, or back until it can be accomplished 
without risk of further injury or permanent injury to the player. Similar restraint shall be shown for injuries that are deemed 
to be potentially limb threatening; however, for many less serious injuries, the athletic trainer/team official will oversee the 
removal of the player from the field. The athletic trainer/team official and the referee shall work together to ensure the safety 
and well-being of the player while trying to return him to play as soon as possible.  
 
OFFICIAL MATCH REPORTS 

 
Match reports are recommended and shall be completed by the referee and submitted to the match assignor.  
 
Match Reports shall be completed in the following instances: 

• A player is sent off or a coach or team official is dismissed 
• Any time a match has a significant delay, is suspended, or abandoned due to reasons other than weather (mass 

confrontation, referee abuse, referee assault, outside interference of any kind) 
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Club Champions League Policies 
 
REFEREE POLICY 
 
The referee’s authority begins when they arrive at the match site and continues until they depart the match site. 
 
The decisions of the referee regarding facts connected with play, including whether a goal is scored and the result of the match, are 
final. 
 
A referee (or where applicable, an assistant referee or fourth official) is not held liable for: 

• any kind of injury suffered by a player, official or spectator 
• any damage to property of any kind 
• any other loss suffered by any individual, club, company, association or other body, which is due or which may be due to any 

decision that he may take under the terms of the Laws of the Game or in respect of the normal procedures required to hold, 
play and control a match.  

 
Such decisions may include:  

• a decision that the condition of the field of play or its surrounds or that the weather conditions are such as to allow or not to 
allow a match to take place. 

• a decision to abandon a match for whatever reason. 
• a decision as to the suitability of the field equipment and ball used during a match. 
• a decision to stop or not to stop a match due to spectator interference or any problem in spectator areas. 
• a decision to stop or not to stop play to allow an injured player to be removed from the field of play for treatment. 
• a decision to require an injured player to be removed from the field of play for treatment. 
• a decision to allow or not to allow a player to wear certain apparel or equipment. 
• a decision (where he has the authority) to allow or not to allow any persons (including team or stadium officials, security 

officers, photographers or other media representatives) to be present in the vicinity of the field of play. 
• any other decision that he may take in accordance with the IFAB Laws of the Game or in conformity with his duties under the 

terms of FIFA, confederation, member association or league rules or regulations under which the match is played. 
 

It is the responsibility of the Director of each club to coordinate with the appropriate Referees’ Association concerning all home 
club activities, matches, and schedule changes.   
 
A. 19s through 11s Divisions:  Each club shall contract with area Referees’ Association to provide three (3) USSF certified 

officials for each match. 
 

B. 9s and 10s Divisions:  Each club shall contract with area Referee’s Association to provide one (1) USSF certified official for 
each match.  There will be no club linesmen.  Build-out lines will be used and will also be used to denote where offside 
offenses can be called (these lines may be marked on the field of play or disc cones may be used just off the touchlines as 
reference points).  Players cannot be penalized for an offside offense between the halfway line and the build-out line.  Player 
can be penalized for an offside offense between the build-out line and the goal-line.  Offside(s) will be called.  When the 
goalkeeper has the ball in his or her hands during play from the opponent, the opposing team must move behind the build-out 
line until the ball is put into play.  Once the opposing team is behind the build-out line, the goalkeeper can pass, throw, or roll 
the ball into play (punts and drop kicks are not allowed).  The opposing team must also move behind the build-out line during 
a goal kick until the ball is put into play.  The goalkeeper can put the ball into play sooner but he or she does so accepting the 
positioning of the opponents and the consequences of how play resumes.  If a goalkeeper punts or drop kicks the ball, an 
indirect free kick should be awarded to the opposing team from the spot of the offense.  If this occurs within the goal area, the 
indirect free kick should be taken on the goal area line parallel to the goal line at the nearest point to where the infringement 
occurred. The build-out line promotes playing the ball out of the back in a less pressure setting. 

 
C. The officials are responsible for conducting the matches in accordance with IFAB Laws of the Game and CCL Rules and 

Procedures.  
 
 

 
 

Benjamin D Hichak
I believe this needs to be moved up into the Field of Play Section. 

Essentially offside will not take effect until a team is in the final attacking third of the pitch or beyond the “build-out” line. A visual diagram of the field would be helpful.

I can make the change and build the diagram if agreed upon. It is a bit more significant of a change so I would like “buy in” before I get into it.
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D. If qualified referees are not available through the Referees’ Association, the club may contract with qualified individuals to 
referee games provided 

  
1. Such individuals can conduct the matches in accordance with IFAB Laws of the Game and CCL Rules and Procedures 

and  
 
2. Such individuals are registered in the VYSA or MSYSA database for insurance purposes. 

 
E. Each Referees’ Association will be instructed at the beginning of each season to waive checking of player passes before each 

CCL League game unless the Director of either club asks that passes be checked. Thus, no player passes are checked prior to 
any CCL games. 

 
CONDUCT 
 
A. Standards of Conduct 

 
The League exists to provide youth of Virginia, Maryland, West Virginia, and the District of Columbia the opportunity to acquire 
and develop soccer skills through a higher level of competition.  These skills, as well as the individual growth of the players, 
cannot be nurtured in an environment that permits confrontation, poor sportsmanship, and verbal and physical abuse among 
spectators, game participants, and game officials.  While CCL cannot dictate the internal administrative rules and regulations of 
its member clubs, it must provide a framework for governing undesirable behavior within which member clubs must administer 
their teams.  Players are expected to perform in a manner consistent with the principles of good sportsmanship.  Coaches and 
spectators should act in a manner that reinforces the concepts of good sportsmanship. 
 
1. Under no circumstances shall a player, coach, parent, or spectator enter the field of play during the match unless invited by 

the referee. 
 
2. The coach is responsible for the actions of parents and spectators on the sidelines.  Coaches can be sent off the field or even 

banned from future games for their misbehavior. 
 
3. Parents and spectators can be asked by the referee to leave the playing site, and if the request is refused, the referee can, at 

his/ her discretion, terminate the match. 
 
4. If any player, substitute, or coach refuses to leave the playing site immediately after an ejection by the referee, the referee 

may terminate the match, and the match will be scored as a forfeit with the offending team losing by a score of 3-0.  The 
referee has the discretionary power to suspend or terminate a match whenever, by reason of the elements, interference by 
spectators, or other causes, he/she deems such stoppage necessary. 

 
5. Member clubs shall insure that these standards of conduct are distributed and understood throughout their club.  Repetition of 

occurrences of misconduct which show a “disregard for these guidelines” could lead to long-term penalties, up to and 
including prohibition for further participation. 

 
B. Send-offs 

 
1. Players 

 
a. A player having been sent off and shown a red card from the referee must sit out the remainder of that match and in 

addition will be suspended from his/her team’s next League match.  If the send-off is issued in the last League match of 
the season, the suspension will be taken in the next League match of the following season.  No substitutions may be 
made for the player sent off during the match in which the send-off is issued. 

 
b. It is the duty of the coach to withhold the sent off player from the next game. 

 
c. Any team allowing a player, coach, or team official to participate in a League match while under suspension shall forfeit 

the match in which the team participates.  The coach sponsoring the offending team shall be liable for any referee fees 
incurred. 
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2. Coaches 
 
a. A coach dismissed by referee must leave the field and the area surrounding the field for the remainder of the match.  In 

addition, the coach is prohibited from participating in the next match and is not allowed to be present at the field or in the 
area surrounding the field. 

 
a. It is the coach’s duty to self-impose the appropriate suspension.  If a coach having been dismissed from the match or 

serving a suspension, participates, enters the field of play or the area surrounding the field, or communicates with the 
team/team officials via electronic or other means, the team shall forfeit the match and the club sponsoring the team shall 
be liable for any referee’s fees incurred. 
 

3.   All player send offs and dismissals of team officials must be reported to the League Office within 48 hours of the 
conclusion of the match. 

 
Because of the seriousness of instances of misconduct after a match, any post-match misconduct or instances of abuse or physical 
assault, are subject to review by the Directors and more serious penalties, which are not subject to appeal, may be employed.  
However, for misconduct directed toward match officials, see United States Soccer Federation Policy 531-9 (Formerly Rule 3041) 
Misconduct Toward Game Officials. 
 

PROTESTS 
 

A. General 
A protest is a dispute over a point of fact dealing with the misapplication of the Laws of the Game by a match official.  Protests 
on the grounds of judgmental actions on the part of a match official shall not be considered.   

 
B. Submission 

A protest shall be submitted in writing to the Directors within two (2) days of the conclusion of the match as verified by 
postmark. 

 
C. Review by the Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors shall investigate, evaluate, and provide the recommendations within ten (10) days of receipt of the protest. 
 
 
 
  

Benjamin D Hichak
This sentence is about any post-match misconduct between players, team officials, spectators.  Previously it said red cards or sanctions. Any incident occurring off the pitch or not during the match is referred to as misconduct. Sanctions a referee can administer could be a caution, send off, or dismissal. Players are cautioned or sent off and must be shown a card. Team Officials are only dismissed and no card is shown. 

Benjamin D Hichak
Sentence is specifically addressing misconduct toward a match official. There are very particular set of processes described in 531-9 that must be followed. From the 2017-2018 USSF Policy Manual:

Section 2. Rule Application 
(A) This policy shall supersede any inconsistent rules of Organization Members that pertain to assaults or abuse upon Federation referees, assistant referees, the manner and means of hearings, appeals, and rehearings in matters pertaining thereto. 
(B) Nothing in this policy rule shall be construed to restrict or limit any league, event/tournament or Organization Member from applying equal or greater restrictions to anyone not listed in section 4(a)(1) of this policy (i.e., a spectator associated with a club or team). 
(C) This policy shall not apply to players, coaches, managers, club officials, or league officials while participating in Professional League Member activities. 
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CCL Club Match Sites 
 
 
Schedules and locations for all match sites can be found on the Club Champions League website: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Click on Competitions. 
Click CCL Mid-Atlantic 

http://www.clubchampionsleague.com/
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CCL Club Referee Liaison 
 
 
 
Alexandria Soccer Association 
Assignor Name: Matt Geier 
Email: refereeassignor@alexandria-
soccer.org 
Phone: 301-651-5433 
 

FC Frederick 
Assignor Name:  Mike Traux 
Email:  mtraux@myactv.net 
Phone:  301-471-5227 
 

New River United 
Assignor Name:  Mark Ingvaldson 
Email:  marki113@comcast.net  
Phone:  571-606-3530  

Barca Academy (NOVA) 
Assignor Name:  Jesse Rosenthal  
Email:  globalprisms@yahoo.com  
Phone:  703-338-6916 

FC Richmond 
Assignor Name:  Greg Hauck 
Email:  gregory.hauck@gmail.com 
Phone:  540-735-5675 
 

Northern Piedmont SC 
Assignor Name:  Tarey Houston 
Email:  tareyassignor@aol.com  
Phone:  301-702-2771 
 

Bethesda SC 
Assignor Name:  Missy Lambert 
Email:  mglambert33@msn.com 
Phone:  301-213-1614 
 

FSCI 
Assignor Name:  Steven Kirk 
Email: steven.e.kirk@gmail.com  
Phone:  703-862-9702 
 

NVSC 
Assignor Name:  Jeff Loague 
Email:  assignor@skycass.com  
Phone:  571-606-3530   

Central Virginia United 
Assignor Name:  Mort Sajadian 
Email:  ms@amazementsquare.org   
Phone:  434-426-1888 
 

Herndon 
Assignor Name:  Christine Ramos   
Email:  christine@ramosdesign.net   
Phone:  703-851-2232 

Potomac Soccer Association 
Assignor Name:  Missy Lambert 
Email:  mglambert33@msn.com 
Phone:  301-213-1614 
 

Culpeper SC 
Assignor Name:  Sam Koberlein 
Email:  ref.assignor@culpepersc.org  
Phone:  540-729-5682 
 

LMVSC 
Assignor Name:  Sharon Deptlich 
Email:  Sharon.deptlich@verizon.net  
Phone:  703-217-5531 

VA Valor 
Assignor Name:  Alan Loitta 
Email:  cyasoceref@aol.com  
Phone:  703-582-0789 

DC Stoddert Soccer (District/WAU) 
Assignor Name:  John Moore / Bruce Harris 
Email:  jmorecasra@me.com; 
bharris990@comcast.net 
Phone:  202-256-1515 
 

McLean 
Assignor Name:  Tarey Houston 
Email:  tareyassignor@aol.com  
Phone:  301-702-2771 
 

VBR Star 
Assignor Name:  Mark Ingvaldsen 
Email:  marki113@comcast.net  
Phone:  540-353-6325 
 

DC Stoddert Soccer (MD SoccerPlex) 
Assignor Name:  Missy Lambert 
Email:  mglambert33@msn.com 
Phone:  301-213-1614 
 

SVU 
Assignor Name:  Shawn Parker 
Email:shawn.parker@horizonsedgeva.com  
Phone:  502-396-9028 
 

Virginia Rush 
Assignor Name:  Karen Arnold   
Email:  karenarnold2009@gmail.com  
Phone:  757-651-7566 
 

Dynamo SC 
Assignor Name:  Greg Hauck 
Email:  gregory.hauck@gmail.com 
Phone:  540-735-5675 
 
CCL Lead Assignor 
Assignor Name:  Karen Arnold 
Email:  karenarnold2009@gmail.com  
Phone:  757-651-7566 
 

SYC 
Assignor Name:  Sharon Deptlich 
Email:  Sharon.deptlich@verizon.net  
Phone:  703-217-5531  
  

Virginia FC 
Assignor Name:  Antonio Araiza  
Email:  psoaasignor@cox.net  
Phone:  757-810-4250 
 
WVFC 
Assignor Name:  Rich Siebeneichen 
Email:  rsiebeneichen@gmail.com  
Phone:  301-514-4870 
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